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12th Annual Chalk Festival Celebrates Art and Poetry at CMA 

CLEVELAND — Poetry and art will come together at the Cleveland Museum of Art's 12th annual Chalk 
Festival on Saturday, Sept. 22 and Sunday, Sept. 23, 2001 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. This year's event 
celebrates poets and writers such as Shel Silverstein (1932-1999), author of Where the Sidewalk Ends (1974) 
and A Light in the Attic (1981). Free music performances will also be featured throughout the weekend. 
The festival is inspired by the 500-year-old tradition of Italian chalk drawing, originating with artists' 
images of the Madonna on the plazas outside Renaissance cathedrals. More than 1,500 participants and 
thousands of spectators are expected to attend the CMA event. Admission is free, but there is a minimal 
cost to participate. 

"The theme for this year's festival is Concrete Compositions," explains Robin VanLear, festival 
director and CMA's coordinator of community arts. 'Though we welcome subject matter other than 
poetry, this is a chance for people to select a favorite poem and create an imaginative and visual 
interpretation of it. My street painting will be inspired by 'Hope is the Thing with Feathers' by Emily 
Dickinson." This year's festival also coincides with the September kick-off of Silver Apples of the Moon, a 
yearlong celebration of art and poetry sponsored by the Shaker Heights Public Library and the 
Cleveland Public Library, 

The setting this year is the surface lot on the east side of the museum. Individuals, families, 
schools, and neighborhood groups of all ages and skill levels can rent their own small 5 quare(s) of 
pavement with a 12-color box of chalk for $5 each or a large square with a 24-color box of chalk for $10 
each, Reserve a square by calling (216) 707-2483 by Sept. 19 or register upon arrival. Groups are 
encouraged to pre-register, A supervising adult must accompany children under 15. 

In addition to VanLear, these accomplished chalk artists will create poetry-inspired street 
paintings: Jose Bruno Casiano, Catherine Cervas-Heaton, Mark Jenks, Wendy Mahon, Alan Peters, Jan 
Stickney, and Felix Diaz and Rosario Fernandez. 

Enterta inment 

Performing throughout the weekend will be the Roberto Ocasio Latin Jazz Band (Saturday) and Blues 
DeVille (Sunday). Parade the Circle Celebration dancers and giant puppets will also perform and mingle 
with the crowd, 
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Chalk Drawing Workshops 

Two weeks prior to the festival, the museum presents a two-part workshop on chalk drawing. 
Participants may attend either of the two sessions held each week: 

• Chalk Making and Poetry is offered Sunday, Sept. 9. from 3 to 4:30 p.m. and Wednesday, Sept. 12, 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Participants learn to make chalk using an old-world recipe with new-world 
materials, A guest poet will do a poetry reading. 

• Street Painting is held on Sunday, Sept. 16, from 3 to 4:30 p.m. and Wednesday, Sept. 19, from 7 to 
8:30 p.m. Participants may plan poetry-inspired compositions using professional techniques for 
masking, stenciling, shading, and enlarging a picture, 

The fee ($15 for individuals, $35 for families) covers one workshop each week, including 
materials, and reserves chalk and a square for the festival. Children under 15 must register and attend 
with an adult. For more information or to register, call (216) 707-2483. For more information on the Silver 
Apples of the Moon project, contact Edrice G. Ivory at the Shaker Heights Public Library at (216) 991-2030. 

CMA chalk artists will also make appearances at Playhouse Square Palooza (Sept. 16); the 
Tremont Arts and Cultural Festival (Sept. 22-23); and at Lake View Cemetery's exhibition Celebration of 
the Spirit (Sept. 22-3). 

Communication Celebration 

CMA is taking part in a citywide Communication Celebration — the first of its kind in the country — 
that focuses on the hearing impaired. On Sunday, Sept. 23, from 1 to 4 p.m., the museum will have 
American Sign Language interpreters and volunteers from the Cleveland Hearing & Speech Center 
available to assist participants who wish to take part in the Chalk Festival, plus two free interpreted 
gallery tours titled Discover a Great World of Art at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. Communication Celebration is 
sponsored by the Society for the Deaf. Promotional support is provided by WKYC TV-3, The Plain Dealer, 

Free Times. WCPN 90,3 FM, WNCX 98.5 FM, and Northern Ohio Live. 

» » * 

Family Festival of African Drum and Dance Coming Soon 

CMA's annual Family Festival of African Drum and Dance is just around the corner — this year's event 
will take place Oct. 5-7. Featuring a theme of African music, dance, and poetry, the festival will include 
free drum making and dance workshops, plus a free concert by the Iroko Drum and Dance Society, Dance, 
Afrika Dance, and workshop participants. New this year will be appearances by poet Daniel Thompson 
and percussion ensemble Drumplay, plus poetry expression by Leilani Barrett. A fact sheet detailing the 
weekend's events will be available mid-August. 

* * * 


For more information about CMA and its events, call 1-888-CMA-0033or visit www.clevelandart.on 
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